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(h) Where ceilings or linings are
fitted, ‘‘B’’ Class bulkheads, with the
exception of those forming passage-
ways, may stop at the ceiling or lining
and need not continue to the deck or
shell, provided the ceiling and/or lining
is erected as indicated in paragraph (j)
of this section. However, draft stops
meeting at least Class B–0 require-
ments shall be fitted not more than 45
feet apart between the ceiling or lining
and the deck or shell. The space behind
the linings of stairways and similar
trunks shall have similar draft stops at
each deck.

(i) Where Class B–15 bulkhead panels
are required to go beyond the ceiling to
the deck above, or beyond the lining to
the shell, the portion of the bulkhead
panel within the void space need only
meet B–0 requirements.

(j) Where ‘‘B’’ Class panels are used,
all four edges of the panel shall be re-
tained by continuous steel or equiva-
lent metal flanges on both sides of the
panel offering at least 3⁄4 inch coverage.
The top and bottom flanges shall be so
attached to the structural decks above
and below so as to support and restrain
the panels in the event of fire. Other
methods of construction may be spe-
cifically approved by the Commandant
if determined to be equivalent.

(k) Any sheathing, furring, or hold-
ing pieces incidental to the securing of
structural insulation shall be of ap-
proved incombustible materials.

(l) Where linings or bulkhead panels
are framed away from the shell or
structural bulkheads, the deck within
the void space so formed need only
meet Class A-0 requirements.

(m) Decks within accommodation
spaces and inside safety areas may
have an overlay for leveling or finish-
ing purposes which need not meet the
requirements for an approved deck cov-
ering. Such an overlay will not be con-
sidered as giving any insulating value
and may not in general exceed 3⁄8 of an
inch in thickness. Greater thicknesses
may be specifically approved by the
Commandant for specific locations.

(n) Rugs and carpets may be used in
addition to any deck covering or over-
lay installed. Rugs and carpets used in
stairways or corridors shall be of wool,
or other materials having equivalent
fire-resistive qualities.

(o) Decking within surgical operating
rooms shall be of a type which is ac-
ceptably conductive to prevent accu-
mulation of dangerous electrostatic
charges, and shall be in general agree-
ment with ‘‘Code for Flammable Anes-
thetics’’ of issue in effect at the time
the construction or alteration of the
vessel is contracted for, published by
the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy,
MA 02269.

(p) Decks in washrooms and toilet
spaces, service, cargo, and machinery
spaces, open decks, exterior safety
areas, and enclosed promenades may
have an overlay in any thickness. This
overlay need not meet the require-
ments for an approved deck covering.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16903, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50463, Sept. 29,
1995; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51204, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 72.05–15 Ceilings, linings, trim, and
decorations in accommodation
spaces and safety areas.

(a) Ceilings and linings and any fur-
ring incidental to their erection shall
be of approved incombustible mate-
rials. Where such ceilings or linings are
given credit for their insulating value
in obtaining a bulkhead or deck classi-
fication they shall be of Class B–15
bulkhead panel material, and the con-
struction shall be as required by § 72.05–
10(j).

(b) Bulkheads, linings, and ceilings
may have a combustible veneer within
a room not to exceed 2⁄28 of an inch in
thickness. However, combustible ve-
neers shall not be used in passageways
or stairway enclosures, or in spaces
specifically restricted by tables 72.05–10
(d) through (g).

(c) The total volume of combustible
face trim, moldings, and decorations,
including veneers, in any compartment
shall not exceed a volume equivalent
to 1⁄10 inch veneer on the combined area
of the walls of the compartment. Such
trim, molding, or decorations shall not
perform any structural function, and
shall not be used in corridors or stair-
way enclosures.

(d) Combustible veneers, trim, deco-
rations, etc., shall not be used in or ex-
tend into hidden spaces such as behind
linings or ceilings or in the matter of
double bulkheads.
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(e) Nothing in this subpart shall be
construed as prohibiting the covering
of any surface with a reasonable num-
ber of coats of paint or with a Marine
Finish meeting the requirements of
subpart 164.012 of subchapter Q (Speci-
fications) of this chapter. This includes
corridors, stairway enclosures, and hid-
den spaces.

(f) Partial bulkheads or decks used to
subdivide a space for artistic treat-
ment, privacy, etc., shall meet the re-
quirements of Class C bulkheads.

§ 72.05–20 Stairways, ladders, and ele-
vators.

(a)(1) Except as further noted the
provisions of this section apply to all
vessels.

(2) For small vessels, special consid-
eration for relief may be given where it
is shown to be unreasonable or imprac-
ticable to meet the detailed require-
ments for stairway size, slope, dimen-
sioning, and landing area.

(3) Stairways, ladders, and elevators
within main machinery spaces or cargo
holds are not covered by the general
provisions of this section, but shall
meet the requirements of paragraph (b)
of this section.

(b) Stairways, ladders, and elevators
within main machinery spaces and
cargo holds shall meet the following
requirements:

(1) All stairways, ladders, and ele-
vators shall be of steel.

(2) [Reserved]
(c) Deck penetrations shall meet the

following requirements:
(1) Where a continuous vertical deck

penetration for a stairway or elevator
exceeds one deck, the integrity of all
decks involved shall be assured by en-
closure bulkheads and decks meeting
the applicable requirements of § 72.05–10
(d) through (g), and by doors at all lev-
els meeting the requirements of § 72.05–
25(b)(9).

(2) Where only two decks are served
by a stairway or elevator, the integrity
of the deck involved may be assured as
noted in the preceding paragraph. Al-
ternately, the integrity may be main-
tained at one level only by means of
bulkheads and by doors meeting the re-
quirements of § 72.05–25(b)(9). If the lat-
ter method is used, it should be noted
that the integrity of a deck is involved,

and accordingly, the bulkhead classi-
fications should be selected from tables
72.05–10(f) or 72.05–10(g), the spaces
above or below being assumed to ex-
tend to the bulkheads and doors.

(3) Stairways or elevators to a bal-
cony within a space need not be en-
closed, provided the stairway or eleva-
tor serves only the space and the bal-
cony within the space.

(d) For the purpose of this section,
stairways are identified as follows:

Type 1—Main Vertical Zone enclosed stair
towers.

Type 2—Enclosed stairways other than
Type 1.

Type 3—Interior stairway not enclosed.
Type 4—Exterior stairways or exterior in-

clined ladders.

(e) Each Main Vertical Zone shall be
served by at least one Type 1 stairway,
so that independent of adjoining Main
Vertical Zones, escape may be effected
from any accommodation space or any
other space where persons may be nor-
mally quartered or employed, to ALL
other decks having any such spaces
within the same Main Vertical Zone
without coming out of the stair tower
enclosure. Each Type 1 stairway shall
give access to the Embarkation Deck
or, if the Embarkation Deck does not
extend to the portion of the vessel in
question, to at least one weather deck
from which convenient communication
to the Embarkation Deck is provided
by means of Type 4 stairways. In cases
where a Type 1 stairway is accessible
from two Main Vertical Zones, it may
be considered as the required Type 1
stairway for both zones provided all
boundaries of the stairway meet Main
Vertical Zone requirements.

(f) Insofar as is reasonable and prac-
ticable, Types 1 and 2 stairways, and
all elevator enclosures, should not give
direct access to accommodations or
other enclosed spaces in which a fire
may originate.

(g) The furnishings for Types 1 and 2
stairways, and all elevator enclosures,
shall be as set forth in § 72.05–55(c).

(h) In general, curved, spiral, or
winding stairways will not be per-
mitted. Relaxation from this require-
ment may be permitted, provided, in
the opinion of the Commandant, the
proposed stairway is equivalent with
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